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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communicafion. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)IEI Responsive to communication{s) filed on 12 February 2002 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[SI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £xpa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1_ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 12 February 2002 is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 13 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonn PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Dale . 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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Detailed Action 

Oath or Declaration 

A new oath or declaration is required because it does not state that the person making the 
oath or declaration has reviewed and understands the contents of the specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to in the oath or declaration. 
Additionally, the oath or declaration does not state that the person making the oath or declaration 
acknowledges the duty to disclose to the Office all information known to the person to be 
material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56, The wording of an oath or declaration 
cannot be amended. If the wording is not correct or if all of the required affirmations have not 
been made or if it has not been properly subscribed to, a new oath or declaration is required. The 
new oath or declaration must properly identify the application of which it is to form a part, 
preferably by application number and filing date in the body of the oath or declaration. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

Applicant is reminded that an oath must be properly notarized. See MPEP §§ 602 and 
604.02. Alternatively, if applicants prefer to submit a declaration, it must contain the clause 
regarding "willful false statements ..." required by 37 CFR § 1.68, below. 

§ 1.68 Declaration in lieu of oath. 

Any document to be filed in the Patent and Trademark Office and which is required by 
any law, rule, or other regulation to be under oath may be subscribed to by a written 
declaration. Such declaration may be used in lieu of the oath otherwise required, if, and 
only if, the declarant is on the same document, warned that willful false statements and 
the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both (18 U.S.C. § 1001) and may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. The declarant 
must set forth in the body of the declaration that all statements made of the declarant's 
own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true. 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,449 
Art Unit: 3761 



Page 3 



Drawings 

This application lacks formal drawings. The informal drawings filed in this application 
are acceptable for examination purposes. When the application is allowed, applicant will be 
required to submit new formal drawings. 



Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not limited to a single paragraph. 
Correction is suggested. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Objections 
Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The claim includes more than one sentence. 

A proper claim begins with a capital letter and ends with a period. Periods may not be 
used elsewhere in the claims except for abbreviations. See Fressola v. Manbeck, 36 USPQ2d 
1211(D.D.C. 1995). 

In claim 1, line three, the phrase "attached to the underneath" is unclear and appears to be 
missing at least one term. For example, inserting -layer- before "underneath" would clarify this 
issue, if that is what applicant intends to claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "bottom pad" in line 5. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is suggested. 
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Claim Rejections 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Poulsen (US 
2,929,379). 

Poulsen teaches a three-layered pantiliner comprising an improvement on the traditional 
pantiliner that has a thin cotton pad (1, 2, 3) with plastic (4, 5, 6) and adhesive (8) attached to the 
underneath and is attached to women's underclothing for cleanliness, the pantiliner having three 
layers attached to each other all worn at the same time, the pantiliner further comprising a 
bottom pad (3) which is topped with a slightly smaller pad (2) that is topped with a still slightly 
smaller pad (1), the three-layered concept enables the user to dispose of a used layer (1) by 
peeling it off and discarding it, leaving two more clean layers (2, 3) to ensure continued 
cleanliness throughout the day (column 2, lines 39-61)(see Figures 1 and 2, below). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Michael Bogart whose telephone number is (703) 605-1 184. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday. 

In the event the examiner is not available, the examiner's supervisor, John Calvert may 
be reached at phone number (703) 305-1025. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular communications and 
(703) 746-3380 for informal communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0858. 



Michael Bogart 
11 May 2004 




JOHhKI. CALVERT 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 




